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Town of Swanzey, New Hampshire 
Swanzey Recreational Advisory Committee 

November 5, 2019 
Whitcomb Hall 

 
Note:  Draft Minutes are subject to review, correction and approval by the Board. Review and approval of Minutes 
generally takes place at the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board. 

 
A meeting of the Swanzey Recreational Advisory Committee (RAC) was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by 
Recreational Director Aaron Cherry. Present were Chair Michael Candello, Recreational Director Aaron 
Cherry, Tom Little, Misty Hall, Polly Seymour, Heather Daniels and Ashlee Crosby, Recording Secretary. 
 
ABSENCE 
Julie Kroupa 
 
GRANT PURPOSAL 
 Matthew Bachler and Michael Branley are working on a grant proposal for AA park at 53 Main 

Street. The grant is through the New Hampshire Department of Natural and Cultural Resources, 
Land and Water Conservation Fund. The proposal for $40,000 would match the $40,000 from 
the town ($25,000 tax collection/$15,000 donations).  With this grant they hope to create a boat 
landing for small watercraft (e.g. kayaks, canoes), add a half basketball court with lights and a 
pavilion. If there is additional money left over they are considering outdoor fitness equipment 
(e.g. pull up bar). Cherry is in support of the grant, but asked the committee for feedback and 
concerns. 

FEEDBACK & CONCERNS 

 Candello asked if they will be moving the gazebo or if it will stay. Cherry was unsure of the plan, 
and did not have pavilion dimensions. 

 Little asked if this grant could be used in other areas. Hall seconded this with concern for 
maintenance needed at Richardson Park. Cherry shared due to the fact that Richardson Park is 
not a public beach (open to Swanzey resident’s only), that it makes it hard to qualify for a grant, 
but they are looking into using funds from the revolving funding for those maintenance repairs. 

MOTION 
The grant proposal was considered. There was a motion by Seymour to approve the 
committee’s support for the grant. The motion was seconded by Candello and there was no 
further discussion. All were in favor. Motion passed. 

 
HALLOWEEN BLOCK PARTY/TRUNK OR TREAT 
 The block party and trunk or treat was a huge success this year with an estimated 300 

attendants. Out of the 100 pumpkins available to crave only 4 were left, and we ran out of 
donuts and candy. 

 
BASKETBALL 

 Cherry shared his new and improved basketball flyer that will be sent to the schools. The school 
drop is planned for next week. The cost is $30 for resident and $35 for non-residents, for the 8 
week league. Potential days for games are Tuesday and Thursday is Cutler gym schedule allows 
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it. This year Cherry was considering just elementary children, no middle schooler, but due to our 
school system we have to offer it to grades 1st-6th. Daniels pointed out this is the same age 
grouping for soccer. 

 Cherry has reached out to other town’s recreational departments, in hopes of starting an inter-
town basketball league so the kids can play more teams. Unfortunately Keene is all set, and no 
response from Gilsum, Troy, Chesterfield or Winchester. Seymour suggested reaching out to 
Fitzwilliam to see if they would be interested.  

 Cherry also reported that he is working with Jim Hill, who runs the Husky Pups Basketball camp. 
He will encourage kids to sign up for us, in trade for advertising to our participants for his camp. 
This collaboration is to avoid conflicting times and encourage more children to sign up for 
basketball. Daniels emphasizes the need to pull Swanzey kids from the Keene league, consider 
its $65 for a non-resident to play in Keene. It was also shared that we should consider a schedule 
like Keene. They offer a handful of practices in December, and then the games begin after the 
holiday break. Currently we begin in January with no time for “pre-season” practices.  Hall also 
stated a coach’s guide/reference for all volunteer coaches, so all important information is in one 
place and easy for new volunteers to learn. Cherry will work on creating one. Hall also stated 
that the gift cards for volunteers was unexpected last year but a lovely touch and encouraged 
we do it again this year, if able. Cherry shared that they would be and it would come from the 
revolving fund. 

 Still looking for referees, the committee suggested reaching out to Bill Brown “Brownie”, the 
assistant Monadnock football coach. It was shared that he was a referee last year and was 
amazing with the kids.  

 Consideration has been given to have team/individual photos taken. Suggested to reach out to 
the Fitzwilliam recreational department to see who took their soccer photos this past season. 
Will also be presenting all participants with a certificate at the end of the season.  This will also 
be the plan for soccer next season. 

 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 All future programs, Cherry hopes to work directly with MRHS and Cutler to create camps and 
skill building opportunities. 

 Next event in the town will be A Very Swanzey Christmas, which the Fire Department handles. 

 Movie Nights on hold till 2nd floor of Whitcomb Hall is complete. Estimated to be complete by 
summer 2020. 

 Seymour shared for concern in regards to basketball season and the usage of the Swanzey fields. 
Cherry will look into the matter for future discussion. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:44pm. 
 
Next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 3rd at 6 p.m. at Whitcomb Hall. Cherry will send an 
email update if to change. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Ashlee Crosby, Recording Secretary  


